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EEing I ſtand in a Paſtoral Relation to yoy, | am allowed 
not only by my Character and Profeſſion, byt by Laws 
of Friendſhip, to (ay any thing to yay conſiſtent with 
Truth and Reaſon; And therefore | give you ths 
| Trouble of this Line, not from any Isalouſis I haye of 
| You, who has given Dimonſttation to the World, that a moſt - 
-| Lucrative place will not Byaſſe you to do any thing ineonſiſ- 
| tent with the Civil Intersſts of the Nation, and much leſe ate 
ate you capable of Complying with that which is ſubvetſive 
of the Religicus Interaſts thereof; But bacauſe you have the 
Honout to be a Member not only ef the Commiſſion of tha 
Church but al ſo of the Parliament, Patden ma to uſp a little Ftee - 
dom with you, which l aſſute you ptocsads frem. my Sincere 
aud inviblable Re ſpacts to you, and your Family, be upon your 
Guacd, that ya be not enfnarcd with the 45b/tophals of this time. 
1 know your Spirit, and the Natural Abilities GOD has given 
you, will not ſuffce you to give an inſipid Echo, or Sheepiſh - 
Vote; becauſe ſome, who are accounted Oracles, will lead the 
Way to you: The ficrceſt attack that will be made upon you, is 
for a Legal Toletatien to the Epiſcopal Clergy, and the Glide 
Aitificial Difcourſes which-ſome can make, as if this were meant, 
only to caſe tender Conſciences, without any Defign to altet the 
| Church Government, that is eſtabliſned by Lw. which the Queen 
in Honour is obliged to maintain; and they themſolves will firms - 
ly edhere to: And many fuch infinuations, Which; they know, 
wili be moſt taking with you. and others, of your Stamp, you 
may expe to meet with. But, I hops, either you, noz;orbers, 
who have been always lookt upon, as firm Presbytctians, will 
| not be Gulled, with faic words, _ fait Promiſes, For, if you 
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4 | 
go not all the length of Court Meaſures, expect no favout, much 
longer, than the Parliament fits. 2 * 4 
And, for the pretenco of ſatisſy ing tender Conſciences, I ſhould 
be as much fot that, as maoy Men. But, if we will conſider, 
That they, who knows Scotland beſt, can truly averr, that there 
are not Thirty Men, in the Kingdom, who, from a Principle of 
Conicience, boggle to maintaia Communion with us, in Holy 
Ordinances. For, Sober and knowing Man, that are Epiſcopal, 
do not juſt fie Separation; but where the Terms of Communion' 
are uniewful; and therefore the beſt of them now and theo, coun- 
tenance out Miniſtry, and join in Worſhip wich u. 

But pray conſider (as I hope the Parliament will) that this 
pretence can ne vet watrand theit doing. that which will perpetuat 
a Schiſm in the Cherch, Diſtutb the Peace of the Nation, divide 
even Rulers themſelves, aud beget a Convulſion in the State. 
Prefervidum Scotorum Ingenium, is not unknown to our Parlia- 
ment. And when theſe Men baffle rhe Authority of our Laws, by 
the illegal Obtrufions and Eacroachments they make, without 
the leaſt ſhadow of Civil or Fceleſiaſtick Law: What will they 
do if they get a Legal Toleration? Seeing ic is manifeſt, it is 
not that they may Worfhip GOD with Freedom. For who ever 
grudged them that; They need not apprehend Dragoons will come 
end feiza them, when they are ſerving GOD, ia their Families, 
or private Houſes, whatever their Numbers be; it they invade no 
Churches, nor obtrude themſelves unſeaſonably upon others, who 
deſite them not. And if it be ſaid, is there not the ſame reaſon 
for a Toleration to Epiſcopals in Scotland, that there is for Preſ- 
bytcrians in England? The Anſwer is obvious, and 
1. I ſay, I toter to the partial Judgement of all moderat Men, 
who know Frg/and and Scotland, what a vaſt diſpatity there ig 
betwixt the Nonconformiſt, Miniſters and People of England, and 
our Epiſcopal Clergy in Scotland, and their Followers. The Go- 
verament there knows, they ſee k nothing but Freedom in their 
| EE. | Conſciences 
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Conſciences, ro worſhip 60D without the leaſt hazard of give 
ing diſturbance. to the publick Peace: But our Government here 
ſhou!d know as well, it is not that only ( nay I may ſay princi- 
pally) that they ſeck ; but they graſp at all Churches, Legal 
Sripends, and the ſole Exerciſe ol their Church Diſcipline,and ho - 
fatal that would be to rhe Church and Kingdom, let former Ex- 
perience teſtify, | | 5 2 ow 
2. Our Parliament would conſider, the Nonconformiſts in 
England, are an Opulent people, who ate able to provide their 
Miniſters with all the Neceſſaries and Conyeniencies of Human 
Life, as actually they do. But out Epiſcopal Miniſters would 
ſtarve, without the Legal Stipend; partly through the poverty of 
ſome, and the hatcful Uncharitableneſs of others; and if the pra · 
ſent outed Epiſcopal Miniſters, bad not been more obliged to the 
Charity of Presbyterians in Scotland, than to many of their own 
way, their Families had been reduced to great Extremities;which 
I humbly judge, theſe in Authority ſhould (ce to, and provide 
them with a competent Subſiſtance. DW | 
How therefore can it be thought, that the Peace of the King», 
dom can be ſecured, ( which out Rulers are principally concern- 


o 


ed to lock to) if fuch a Toler ation ſhould be granted, which will 


bo un intollerable Grievance to the beſt of HerMajeſty's Subjocts; 
and cannot miſs to iſſue in Confuſion, For the Govetument may 
be aſſured, the Presbyterian Miniſters in Scotland, will not ba 
blown out of their Pulpits with the breath of a Proclamation, but 
will maintain their poſſeſſion ( their people adhering to them) 
till they be dragged by Forces from their pulpits . Not hat they 
will be Trumpeicts of Rebellion for ſure the beſt Men are the 
moſt Loyal Subjacts; But becauſe their worthy Predeccfinrs te- 
pentcd to their dying day; the Obedience they gave to a Procla- 
mation, Whereby ſeveral Hundreds of Kirks, were laid defolate 
in one day, which they thought was to obey Man racher than 
GOD. And none that Iam acquaint with, are reſol ved 2 


( tho they had no cleatneſa, 10 Ado Har Majeſty 


ORO, if they figd a Back door.by this Tolgcation. ... 


66 9 
Gtaces help; to ſtumble upon thy Stone. if Matters ſhould come 


to ſuch Extremiries... 

3: Our Fartiomiye wouldiconſder; how much the Nacion,yea - 
and che Government it felt; will be weakened by this Toleration? 
The — thüt will enſde thereupon, may be ſeen, with 
half an Eye, It is not unknawu. that the, Me ese for it 
moſt Zealouſly, are Heart Enemies, to Her preſent 


ajoſty. * 


Some, of the beſt; of their MiniGers, and the plucality cooyhave * 


no freedom to take the Gath oſ Ade with the Aſſuran ce. 


And ſome few of thair Adherents, to « 


publick Truſt; tho' becauſe of theis moſt conſidetable latereſts in 


ſeveral Shires, they might have been Members of Parliament, 


and probably ad vanced tu conſiderable poſts. Naveribeleſs theſe 
Miniſters, and others, would heartily embrace che Toleration 
for it) and if 
they can (which 1 hope in GOD will newer be 1 50 Power) 
will preach and practiſe, . for. tavaing Het Majeſty ofthe Throne, 
as well as Presbyterian. Miniſters an ot. n lots And then 
Where are wWe 77 

Loet the Parliament coafidee, bawthis opcus 2 door to Proph a- 
ny, in enetvating Ohurch Diſciplioe. . For, l len. N 7% 
when they arschallengod far their Immoralicics, will tall. us, 7; 

are not of our Comminiox. And by the ſame means, Will Mare 
to Hluds the Conſare of the indulged Miniſtors,by the Legal To- 
leration. Now; the pecutiar End of Megiſtcacy, is to be a Ter - 
tour unto Evil Doers; And for the praife of tham that do well, 
and every Man ( but moſt of all hal others is guilty. of 
rhit Sin, which he reproves not. which he does. not taſliſie againſt, 
which he can, but neglects to hiader in another. Leu 19, 17. e_ 
Thou fhalt in auy ways rebake thy wehghbeur, aud wot ſuffer 
lim; and inthe Margine it rezds,. .Z4at thou var not 
And. how ſhall all wicked dots be cut off from the 
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5. The Parliament would conſider the Slaviſh Principles af” 
many, of thoſe, that are to be Tolerat, which have a tendency, 
to advance Arbritary Government, and make way for Popery: 
To confirm this, I nced but put you in mind. what one of the 
- Biſhops of the Higheſt Chatacter, and who yet lives, made no 
Bones to ſay, he had-rather ſee Popery introduced in Scet land. 
than Presbytry eſtabliſhed there. I have an averſion, from throws 
ing Dirt upon any of that Office; But I confeſs, when 1 was in- 
formed of this, by a Famous Author, I thought him a diſgrace 
to his Profeſſion; but far be it from. me, to charge the whole 
Party with this, I know ſome of them in this Kingdom, who, 
Lam perſwaded, would burn for Proteſtant Truth; and the World. 
knows, what a Bulwark the Church of Esgland has been againſt. 
all che Efi-ets of Hell and Roms, + . 

6. Let the Parliament conſidet; How much cur Biſhops have 
been ſubject to a Forrgign Juri iction, Materially, tho' not For - 
mally, ever ſince their firſt Eſtabliſhment in Scotland, and its 
tendency, to er ſſave. us to England: Our Soveteigns, ever ſinco 
they were Tings of Exg/avd, and ſaw the Altar of Damaſcus thete 
(if 1 may allude to that, ſure | am weak, I was not a little 
fumbled, when I ſaw their Bowings before the Altar there, and 
looked upon it as ſome of the D:egs of Remiſh Superſlition, which 
that Famous Church of Chriſt, is not yet purged. from ) have 
endeavoured, to impeſe this Yoke on us, judging it reaſonable, 
that Siſter-Churches ſhould keep good Meaſures with one ane- 
ther : But alas, they reckon themielves the Elder Siſter , and 
would always give Laws to us, which ſome well natuced. Men 
can easily digeſt, I do not ſay the gteatSpitits of the Honourable - 
Petſous, that are now in the Civil Government, will ſtoop to 
that; But thinking and ſeeing Men know, what Influence an 
Engliſh Court has had, to bring ſome of ours to their Meaſures, 
But this is not my Province: And I beg pardon, if | have oft:nd« 
ed any Body. I might add (eyeral other Topicks, but that I fear, 
Lam already Tedious. | 


A en 
But here | mult anſwer what you will be ready to object, Tbat 


you much admire to hear me ſo zealous in debating againſt aToleration, 
when not many ears ago I ſeemed to be of quite different Sentiments,& 


emlraced the benefit of a Toleration, and wproved it, ar many others 
did, to the great Increaſe of our party; And therefore I am inconfiſtent 
with my ſelf, andthe Law of the Prophets too, 4 Our Bießea Lord 


fays, All things whatſoever ye would that Men ſhould do to you, 


do ye even ſo to them. To rhis I anſwer, My . e is the 
ſame, as ever withReſpect to tender Confciences, efpeeially when 


the Circumſtances are the ſams. For | need not teil you that 


Circumſtances make the Action good or bad, and a Wiſe men ate 
Regulated by them. Now how vaſtly different our Circumſtan- 


ces were from theſe that now ſeek the Toleratien every Boiy' 
knows; their profeſſed Judgement then concerning the Government: 
ofthe Church, was That it was Ambulatory and indifferent which 
gave themrall Cicarneſs ( except a very few tender Coniciences } 
to take the Teſt; * And how this might be urged trom their own. 
Principles, which they ſo ſolemnly ſwore to, co oblige. them to 


comply with the preſenc EſtabliſhedGovernment, is obvious; but 
Verbum ſapienti. Now you know that | and many other Gentle- 
men (tated our Sufferings, upon our Uaclearneſs to take the Teſt, 
and were fined to the value of our Eſtates, beſide long and fre- 
quent impriſonments; tho? we could not be juſtly charged either 
with Rebeliious Principles br praRtices.. Nor were we Separat=- 
Hrs, but frequently joined in Publick Worſhip with them, when 
we had not the opportunity of hearing Presbyterian Miniſters, 
Now I dare appeal to themſelves, who are mit diſpoſed to pro · 


move this Toleration for Epiſcopa! Miniſters, if they would torgr 


fault their Liberty or any part of theit Eſtate tor either Govern- 
ment, and what dreadful Confuſion and Divifion would follow 
upon this Toletation, betwixt Man and Wife, Parents and Chil- 
aten, Brother ad Siſter, Maſter and Tennent,yea and in all Ju- 
dicatot ies; which I nothing doubt our Noble Patt iots will confi ier 

3 and 
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and prevent. I know fome of them have read all the Counfe ls. 
and what Diſmal Effects, Diviſions and Schiſms produced amongſt 
them, they and all who are not Strangers to Church Biſtory, 
know; which the Apoſile Paal in his Epiſtle to the Corinthians, 
confirms beyond all Exception, 1 Cor. 1. 10. 11. 12. 

There is another thing th t we are amuſed with, I wiſh we be 
not guilty of amuſing out ſelves with gtoundleſs Stories: and 
that is, the Reſtaut ation of Patronages. 

This deſign has ſuch a threatning Aſpect upon the Church; 
That if it obtain, it would give the Work of Reformation a 
deeper wound than Epiſcopacy it ſelf, where the Biſhops ate goed 
Men: For it may be preſumed, there are in every Diocie rome 
GoodPrevbyters, that can give a Check to the Biſhops, Bur whe 
Church of Scotland knows, what an Unlimited power Patrong 
exerciſed, for thruſting in vielenthy upon Patoches, Men, nor 
only without the Call or Conſent of the Paroch, who have a Di · 
vine and Natural Right thereto: But conttatie to their declared 
Judgement, and hat fer folid and weighty Reaſons: Alſo how 
gravaminous Patronages were to this poor Church, is too well 
known. Likeways what a ſnare it was to the Conſciences, both 
ef Pat tons. and lntrants to the Miniſtry. becauſe of Simoniacal 
pactions thay ate void of lageauity who can refule it. 

What woful Diviſions and Contentions, Pattonages occaſioned 
betwixt Men of Quality, which brought on dee Law Suits 
to the ſgveral pretenders, For it is well known, that to one Pa · 
roch ſome Noblemen pretend to have the Right, ſome Gentlemen, 
yea the King himielf to one and the ſame Paroch : which for 
that, and other Reaſons known to themſelves, kept Paroches 
unplanted, debarred the poor people ſrom the benefit of Ocdinan> 
ces, the Food of their Souls. Their Dependents being diſcharg)» 
ed till the plea came to an iſſue, to heat any Preacher, but ſuch 
as they had preſented. What Trouble and Expences it created 
to many Presbytties, and all other nn both Civil and 

Eceleſiaſlick 


4 * 
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Eeclefaſtick . How many Corrupt Men by this means entered 
into the Miniſtric. And how many ( whoſe Gifts were never 2 


daptcd to that particyjar poſt ) preferred to others more deſery- 
ing and ſuited to the place, becauſe the former had greater Moy- 
an, upon the account of their Natural Relation by Blood, prior 


Service, and other Carnal Confiderations. How much Presbyti ies 
were overawed in this matter by great men, to the dividing of 
Brethren in Judicatories amongſt themſelves; when ſom: Men 
from 8s principle of Conſcience, could not comply with others. 


And how uneafic it was to Intrants, when they ſee med to favour 


and depend upon one of the pretended Patrons, more than upon 
another, tò the prejudice of the Golpel. To my certain Know- 
loge, there are three preteudets to the Right of patronape io the. 

Paroch where I ſerve, viz. The King or Queen, -and two others 
of the moſt Conſiderable Gentlemen in that great Shire; And none 


could have Acceſs to that Cha ige, till Differences were compoſed 
by the Means of His Maj ſty; and the other two contending par» 
ties Centring on my immediat Predeceſſor, and each of them give 
ing him a Preſentation to preſerve their ſeveral Rights. But how 
few will beaccommogat that way, is eaſie to gueſſe; And when 
it is accommodat, almoſt the whole Paroch grieved, and made 

to Groan under the Burden for above fifty years: For fo long 
tima have. ſome of them ſerved in the ſame poſt. But why ſhould 


. I galarge.aty further upon this head 2 the innumerable and inc». 
vitable prejudices that will follow upon the Reviving of this Law. 


for Patronages, being obvious to all Thinking Men. And how 
unjuſt it is tt the Church ſhould*be oppreſſed with that wbich is Au. 


dern Device to enſlave the. Church, let all men judge. 

And ſhall a Parliament of Scotland, who are under ſuch Sacra · 
mental Obligations, and wtioſe Worthie and Renowned Agzeſtors . 
did ſo far deny themſelves, for the Love of Holy Jeſus,. as to a- 


benden theit lecular Taterdſts,” to promove the Bleſſed Work of 
. | Reformation 


tiſeriptural, unknown to the primitive and beſt. Times; aud is but a no- 
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"Reformation, without wham, 28 2 Mean, it was morally impoſſ Ihe | 


to have procured this Eſſential piece of Reformation. Shall (| tay 
the Parliament of Scorland viglat all theſe Sacred Bonds they iy 
under, and think to proſper. 

Therefore, Suffer x me to Be leech Tow for the LORDs Sake, 
for your own Souls ſake, for-your Mother Church's ſake, and for 
che Sake of your Connirey, and of your Poſterity, for all that is 


and ought to be Sacred and'dear to Chriſtians, or co Men, That 


yeu wit hit and and prevent the fir Appearance of ſuch a Tragical Defign; 


Do ye not know ( ſome of you better than | can tel] you ) that 


to bave and improve the Glorious Goſpel in its Miniſtry and Ordinances, 
#s rhe Hoppineſs of a place and People. Where theſe are, Glory 
Dwells in that Land; end without them there is no' Glory, Then we 

cry Ichabod. But let our Nation be rich or pocr. peaceful or perils 
Jour; this compenſates the Inconveniexcies of the one, and is the. rich? 
eſt Advantage of the other. Aud if ye dv this,” which bas 'a Yifible 
Tendency to the Burying of the Work of the Reformation; Te ſhall be 
Wilseßes againſt your ſelves, and each of you againſt another, at the 
Great Day of the Tremenduous Judgement. But Noble Patriots, we 


ate per{waded bettet things of yon, and Things that accompany” 


Salvation, tho? for your Warning I thus write, 

Here I give Cheek to my ſelf, knowing that the very Reve- 
tend Com miſſion will ſupply you with Faithful Miniſters of their 
own Number, who come to you under the Auguſt Character of 
Ambaſſaders of CHRIST, and Author iſed by His Sent Servants: 
haut becauſe am not a Membet of the Commiſſion, but be- 

ing a poor Man far advanced in Years, who, perhaps will never 
live to ſee another Parliament, nor Gener al Affembiy, and hav- 


ing Letters Patent from Heaven to preach the Goſpel to every Crea- 


ture, as full as the greate(}, Biſhop who has the Supremacie of many 
Toouſands ; lay, Ind every ſingle Presbyrer who bas but the 
Over ſight of Two or Three Hundred Souls. and are lawfully 


called tothe Miniſtry, have 28 7 a Commiſſion and Authority 


r r OT of 


to exc teiſe all the parts of che Miniſtry, as the Greate/+ Biſhop un 


not Scaudalons, Inſufficient, Erroneous, or Supimly neg/igent, be cor- 
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der Heaven, Which L think none can deny. that do not Read the 


Holy Scriptures ot Ftuth Backward; particulat y. Matth: 28, 


IG, 20. Go ye therefore and teach all Nations, Baptifing them, & c. 
And if the Brſhops and I bophi havs not the King's Patęnt mention · 
ed there, we ſignifit nothing; nor is any Man bound to receive 
us, if we Tranſgreſs our laſtructions - Now | ſay, conſidering 


my ſelf going oll the Stage, and having no Acceſs to joine iſſug. 


with my Dear Brethren in a.publick;Caparity, who, I doubt nor, 
will make full proof of their Miniſtry among you, as Men that 

watch for your. Souls, and muſt give an Account: I have 
choſen this way to give in my poor Mite, as my Teſtimony unto. 
the Glorious Work or Reformation. in Scotlavd, which will ſtand. 
upon Record when I. am Dead and gone; I expe to be laſh- 
ed with Tongucs, if not with that which is worſe, but throw 
Grace's help, l will adhere to what I have ſaĩd upon my out moſt 
Peril; for to me. it is but a ſmall thing co be Judged by Man. 
I ſhail only add, That I. am very ſorry that 2 bettet Hoad did 


undt at this Juncture manage this Argument I have been upon, fos 
God has given me but few Talents to Trade with; Vet, Ibleſs 
the Loro, I want not ſome Dogrees of Willingneſs to appear for 
the Great Intereſt of the Ever/aſting Goſpel. 


And now I beg leave kumbly to Propoſe an Overture which! 
would have ſome happy hand to Repreſent and Pc oſecuto before 


the Patliament, which it complyed with, may, in my Humble 
Judgemery, make us a happy Church and Nation ;. And that is, in 


licw of the Innovations Redargued, let the Act of Comprehen- 
ſion made by the General 4/lembly, As: the Terms of Miniſterial 
Communion, (who it cannot bo denied are the only proper Judg- | 


es of Miniſterial Communiex-if of any thing) be Recommended by 
the Honourable Efates of Parliament now Sitting to the preſeric 


Commiſſion of the Charch, Thar Epiſcopal Miniſters, who are 
dially 


(1 89 i 5 2 
dially and readily Received and provided with Charches and EE. 
gal Stipends, and preferred to others cateris paribus, And | am" 75 
ſure Duty, Conſcience, and Gratitude, will never ſuflet the Honelt ; f 
Miniſtry of Scotland to Juggle with GOD and Man in this Matter, MY 


What! Hal we Trace the violent Steps of thoſe in the time of Epiſco” 
pucy, who had no Quarters to give tothe Famous Dowglaſe of E- 
dinburgh, und Blair of St, Andrews, and many others no leſs Emi“ 
nent tor Piety, Learning, and Prudence, who were the Chariots 
and Horſemen of our Iſrael: Woc's me for the narrownels of 
ſomo other ys good zealous Men, but they never {aw another 

World then Secr/and, and bopgled ir ail Civil Converſation even 
With the Piaus and Learned of that way in their Country, Lord 
help me to the Spitit of the Goſpel, for that is not the Spirit of 
# Party; if ſome had been witneſſes to the ſhining Pietie and ſtrick 

. Examplary Life of (ome that differ from us, (and yet (ome Sor 
ber Men will fay chey have all- the Eſlzntials of a Trae Charch,andt 
bid as fair for tueit Goverũment upon Scriptaye Grounds, as any of 
the conten ing parties in Scotland, I mean the Independants of 
| the Church of Exglard) They would not ſtand at ſu:h a diftance 
| With ſach Heirs of Glorie. But we have ſeen our Error in othet 
things of our Management as well as in this, and our Eyes are 
now opened; ſo that good Men of that Way will certainly meet 

with kind Reception, eſpecially being ſo Recommended. And 1, 

dare be bold to ſay, this is the beſt and moſt effectual way to ſa- 
tisſie the Contents of Out Gracious Queen's Letter, whom GOD? 
long pre ſet ve to be a Laſting Bleſſiag to this Church and King 

dom, For I ttemble to think what would become of Us in out 
ñpreſent diſttacted and divided State, in caſe of ſuch an Emergent 

of Providence, as the taking of Her Majeſty off tne Stage * 

am alſo ſute, That many honeſt Presbycerians would be hum! 

5 ble and Earneſt Supplicants to the States of the Nation, that all 

; the Bretheren-of that way who own Lawful Authority, and give 

. no diſturbance to ths publick peace ſhould have a com _ and 
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luſtable proviſion for themſelves and their Families, which two 
things being pranted and done, would make as harmonious a Church 
, ĩ < coF 
Nov for ſettleing and uniting the States of the Kingdom (after 
TI had been praying, that ſome happy Expedient might be fallen 
upon) I mult tell you what occurred to my Thoughts, an AR 
of Parliament ordinarly ſubjoined to all former As, which is 
called, 4% Salvo jure Cujuflibet. whereby ths Parliament is Im- 
powered to Recognoſce and Reſcind, what any leſed Perſon juſtly 
complair s oſ: And if this Parliament ſhall find, that not only Indivi- 
duals re eſed, but the Comm m ealth is in baxard of bein2Subvert- 
ed by what is done in conſequence to ſome Acts of rhe late Parlia - 


ment; then it will not be High Treaſon for any to diſown pt im 


pugne Acts judged Illegal, after Mature Delibetation, and will 
ſtop the Mauths of thoſe who haye the boldneſs to accuſe the 
late Parliament of ſelf Felony. out ſelves know much bettet then 
Icon tell you, what parts you have of rhe Sovetaignty and Legiſ- 
lative power in this Kingdom, accerding to your Original 

Rights, | ; | — 
And ſure it can never be conſtrued Datogatory to your Honours, 
and as little to her Majsſtie, who's Eyes and gteat Counſel ye 
. are, (it being the Soveraign property of GOD alore to be immutable, 
becauſe infallible in his Counſels, ) ro enquire into and Recorſider 
what has been done by your ſelves or others inttuſted by Her 
Majaſty, and if you find that any thing has bzen done either to 
the weskning or Alienating of the Soveraignty and -/ndependency 
of this Kingdom, ( for which it is impoſſible you can ever enjoy 
a valuable Equivalent) or to the Claim of Right, as it Reſpects the 
Religion and Government of this National Church, happily e- 
ſtabliſhed upon the Firmeſt Baſis »of Law, and Ratified by the 
Late Parliament; particularly with Reſpect toPresbyterian Got 
vzrament, that this Nation and Church hath ever ſince os 
_ | Re- 
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Reformation from popery, when lalt to juſt freedom; acclaimed 
as agreeable unto, aud founded upon the Ford. of GOD, and 
moſt conducive to the Advancement of true piety and Godli- 
neſs, and the eſtabliſhing of peace and Tranquility within 
this Realm, and as the only Governmeat of Ch riſis Church 
therein, ſee ſor this The Words of the 44 of Parliament; I (ay | 
to you, it belongs ho ere Her Majeſty: and Kingdoms Trufties, * 
to enquite Into, and Redreſs what has been done amiſs ; And if * 
any of you, who ae, or have been in the Government, have 
made any wrong ſtep ( Aud who is it among you all that will cal 4 
Stone at bis Neighbour ) or give a deep wound to theſe precious Intee 
reſts, Civil and Religious; | pray God you may Repent thereof, 
and at this time Sigoalize your ſelves for Faithful Service toGod, 
your Soveraign and your Country. The ſearcher of Hearts 
knows I deſire not that a Hair ſhould fall from one of your _. 
Hezds, But if you be Traitors to God and your Country, and 
abuſe Out Gracious Soveraign the Queen who is an [iluſtrioug 
Pate ron of Prinely Clemency and Virtue, ol ſtedfaſt Zcal-forPro»® - 
teſtant Truth, and Famous for Veracity in Word and Deed, whe 
was never know to Foreſault her Word, and who to all Man of 
Conſcience hath given proof of Het Pirty ;. ſo far ate they from 1 
ſtumbling by Her declaring oponly, That theſe Perſons ſhall have 
' the largeſt ſhare of Her Favour, who mant ais the txye(t Zeal for te 
Church of England; becauſe Her Education obligeth Her to be- 8 
lie ve they ate tho moſt Zea lous Men for tha Glory of God, and RY 
Happineſs and Welfar of the Nation; And ſeing we have equal > 
Iatereſt in Her, and Her Majeſty under equal Obligations to De- 
Jend us and all our Intereſts; we have all the reaſon in the 
World to believe, that if ſhe koew cur Circumſtances, ſo Pious a 
Frinceſs would make the ſme Declatation in favou:s of all true * 
Patriots, tho of a difi:rent Perſuaſion as to Church Government ; | 
von, have reaſon io fear that you ſhall bear the Name of Magur Miſe 3 
 fabib, and, that Menue Zeke! ſhall be yon Doom; be who ye = beg = 
„Lad 0 ardo n 
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County | 
But why 1 ſhailbw'f propſe a ex»ediencin a Civil Con- 

cori ol ſo N ent, (who ought to Remembat a Maxim of 
Gratias the p, a, Erl Vine that Ewoles bote litries in bis Profef- 
fron, ſtick to what he tab beſt, for if b& be not Reckimed quaint at 
leſt he will be reckmed ſolid, ) eſpecially eig there are among you 
Men of Ilufrious and Ftroitk Qualities of the Mind, Pi odigios for 


Pardon for this Etcedom, remember it is my Teſlimony for my 
Religion and nr 


Wit, and O acles for the LAw. who; tom a Prinvifile 6fiConſeh 


ence is'Presbyreriah, and dam ſay as much in Defence of it, as afl 
our Adverſaties can ſoy againſt it. I prSy G00 ſuch may fiad 


cout an Expedient. whereby there miy be an nappy Settlement 


and Harmony in our divided States of Parliament, that they miy 


no ver aſtet ward run the Riſque of a Rupture, and the 9 


de in aßſolute fecu ii of A Proteſtant Succeſſor, tho their Wik 
dom t this time think hor ft to deelare w/o Hh be the Perſon," 


© Antif'a happy Erpedient be fallen upon, F verily beliove the 


Great Man who Rapreſents Her Majeſty in Parliament, has fo 
much Natural Goodneſs and pohtick Magick, ( I mean Civitity, 
ſweet Nature, and filken Wotds ) and ſuch a Senſe both of his 
Jutereſt and Duty to the Queens Majeſty and his Native Country, 
that he will teadilie *Comply with it. And I pray GOD it ma 

be propoſed with that depth of Judgement and Ingenuity, tha 

it may draw forth a Cheatful Conſent from all rue bearted Scots 
Men and Patriots, Members of Parliament. I know there are ſome 


'Ppiſcopaly. inclingd, but know better things then to Juſtifie = 


paramount deſporick Power oF our Sovereign Biſhops Jure Carols; 


who will clefsly adhere to the Docttines and Morals of Chriſtia: 
nity, to the Fundamental and 'Munieipital Laws and intereſts of 
the Country, Therefore 7 cannot Entertain the Jealouſies that 
many have conceiyed of this Parliament; / ſuppoſe there are few 


but they h ve ſeen that excellent and ſeaſonable Diſcourſe upon 


beyond 
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beyond poſſibility of Contradidtioo, which Wiſe Men will Ad- 
vert to. / confeſs there ats ſome of both the contending Part- 
ies whom 7 look upon as irreclaimable and void of ali Religion. 
who ate of diſſolute Lifes, but high pretenders to Zæal for that 
Government, whickithey own 28 if he PALE of Chri{tianity, and 
the Principal Flowers of our Lords Crown confiſted therein, but I think 
-Bellarmine a better Man then cwy of that Kidney, who contended 
for the Popes. Supremacy with as much Zeal and the ſame evidence 
from Scripture and recſon'and to whoſeLuxriant Invention and fertil 
' Fancy, that Sett of Men are obliged forall their Principal Arguments 
for the late Flierarchie. 
But my Jugement is, That the beſt Government is but the 
. Hzage of Our Bleſſed Lord's Vineyard; and when the Vineyaid is 
"al grownover, and Nettles has covered the face theresf C to wit, 
with Atheiſm, Reigning Covetouſneſs, Adulteries, and other 
groſs Immoralities,) then is the Crown taken off the Lord Head, 
which theſe Romantick Blades ſay is done, when their Brſhops are 
aboliſhed, and the Church with them; for they ſcarce acknow : 
ledge us a Church. But my Opinion is, Our 1. ORD's Crown. 
and Glory is ſecured, and the Eternal Happineſs and Satvation of 
his People no 'lefs, wherever the pure Ordinances of Word and Sat 
crament are 1d biiftated: a Holy profe ſſing People, ſoitedin tbe Faith, 
of rid aud exanplary Lives, Freathing 5 Np" Se of- the Gofpel in 
 Meetneſs, Humility, Love end Charity, Self deupal. and Seal fer. 
the Advancement of the Kingdom of Grace, and molt regurdſal of the 
BAPUT EPA of the Goſpet Law. Thi, this is the'Erown and Tlory of 
0 25 Lord the only Head of His. Church; And whether the 


40 RD Ale, "I, rele thieves aud * that cathy wot at he door, 


and {offer us wut to part with 4 Hoof of Grace, Hut attet having | 
begzed 
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begged this of GOD; let me wich moſt estneſt Intrearies cry to 
You the Grent au Honourable Repreſentatives of the Nation, to bend 

your oui moſt Endeavours, both by Example and Law, to make _ 
Holineſs and Righteouſneſs appear inthe eyes of other, as they 
are in themſelves Amiable a 


Honourable; So as cheſs Monſters 
who are guilty of helliſn. unnatural, and ufereaturly prophans- 
tion of the Dreadful and Holy Name of GOD, ( in which there 
can be no pleaſure but to incarnat devils ) or of brutiſh unelean- 


neſs and Drunkenneſs, which Diſ. ſpirit a Nation, or of nc t >rious 


:faiſhood in Words and actions, or of abominable prophanation 
of ths Loros Day, the Chriſtian Sabbath, or of dete ſtible oort o 
ding and ſqueeſing bribery,” or Mockers at all reyealed Religion, 


may be looked upon as Objects of Hortour, infamous and inca- 


pable of publick Truſt, Civil or Milicay. Thus Jour Laws and 


* 


Perſons will be Venerable, without the neceſſity of being ſevere; Then 


| ſhall Stifijeeking, that b: ever beewtbe bane and raine of the Nation, 


bo hourted out of doors; Then ſhall Publick Spiritedueſs ond ſe f denigl 


as they are Goſpel Precepts, ſo will they be found the belt principles of 


Policy) have its juſt reward, Then ſhall Trimming {which I look upon 
as 4 kind of Treaſon, eſpecially in, Minifters, and that of the worſt ſort, 
Secauſe againſt Precious CHRIST: Our King and Lord; and in States 
Men, becauſe againſt their Country ) and intriguing be rewarded with 
Contempt of all des, and their fall. diſę — mp and unpitied Nor will 
ever any ſuch be long in favour with our. Gracious Zueen, whom the 
World knows to be a Mirreur of Cander in Mord aud Deed. Then 
ſhall Religion and Vertue be incorporated into our very Cuſtoms 
and Coaſtizutions, i 7 hen fili the Righteous rejoice in the Lord, they 
Hall interit the Land and dwell in it for ever. Then ſhall bold 


Ady enturers for CHRIST, keeping within the Latitude of Duty, 


be honoured, eſteemed and tewatded. which Scripture Inſt ancas 
confirm, of Meſes, Es ber, Daniel, the Three Children, and many 
others: Then ſhall Piety, 'Yertue, Diligence in a lawful Calling, 
Sobriety, and Kaichſulncls in Stational Duties be in Requeſt. Then 
— . « 7 Err ; : | ſhall 


253 9 | 


we, 


99 


_ Sit | 
hall the Goſpe! Rouriſh,, Glory dwell in our Land, and GOD, 
even ou: GQD, ſhall Bleſs us, our Queen, out Princes, our Mi- 


niſtets, and Peo 1 


Aad now 1 
and Eſcapes, which ſome may think) ate contained in this 


P. per, may bs lodged zt my Door; and 7 beg pardon if I have 
given any, and I wiſh it may be rem:mbred, Charity thinks no 
Evil. Had the Art of Sweetning Truth with Guilded and 


ſmooth Words, to pallieat the ſharpneſs of it, and to Careſs 
and Charm the Pallat by a graceful manner of ſetting off what [ 


ſay, perhaps I might efcape witheur much Czaſure, for J have 


known two Men ſay the very ſame thing, and yer the one pleaſ- 
ed, and the other gave offence, who could not fo skillfully Sugar 
Truth; but / am not fond of Vulgar applauſe, if. I be ſo hap- 


py as to be juſtified by knowing Men, / have my Endy / am of 


no Partis, but a free born Scots Man, who ſhall never deſire to 
be ſo far obliged to any as to be at their Devotion, for Liberty 
is as dear to mo as my Life; And I hope I have not much offend 
ed theſe for whom this Letter was Calculat And if Ottznce ba 
token, J intteat ir may be impute to that which the School call 


Ignerantia Ioixcibilis, ſor J can lay it is not Prave Diſpeſitionis, - 


and / (hall terurn Love for Hatred unto others. 
Grace be with Jou, Amen, 


. I That all the {mpertinencies, Weakneſſes, | 
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